Two from wing selected for brand new AF unit

Two RAF Lakenheath mem-rectly with people from the other backgroundin
bers have been selected to beareerfields,” said Parsons. “I'mthat arena is “We’ll be chart-
part of the 820th Security Forcessure it will give me a better pic- helpful. The .

Group, the first force protectionture of the whole Air Force con-commander 1Ng NEW grou nd
unit of its kind in the Air Force. cept and what other people do."and a number i i i

MSgt. Tony Legg and TSgt. While the activation of an or- of his staff, in- and domg It with ’
Rick Parsons, both from the 48thganization itselfisn’t new to the cluding Par- SOMe of the best
Security Police Squadron, weréAir Force, there are a few thingssons, have P i
selected to work atthe group headthat make the 820th stand outserved as spe- people" in the Air
guarters at Lackland AFB, TexasMindset is one thing. cialforcesand FoOrce.

The 820th will provide a  “We're shooters first,” said rangers. Some MSgt. Tony Legg
highly-trained, rapidly-deploy- Capt. Don Derry, S-3, 820th op-have also
able “first-in” force protection erations officer. “Everyone will served as ex-
capable of deploying to any op-be trained in all combat opera-change students with an RAFgrams to ensure members of the
erating location. tions to defend our assets,” heRegiment, where a stint beginggroup are prepared to set up an

“The 820th gives the Air Force said. Once the group secures awith a six-month infantry school. operating location. We'll be
a totally dedicated compositearea, “they’ll slip into their spe-  Although a resume in weap-charting new ground and doing
unit for force protection, draw- cialties,” Derry said. ons, sensors and communicak with some of the best people in
ing from many disciplines, not This mindset, however, tions may be helpful, membersthe Air Force.”
just security forces,” said Brig. shouldn’tlead anyone to believearen’t required to arrive fully  “Anyone below the top one
Gen. Richard A. Coleman, direc-the group is Special Operationstrained. All personnel will attend percent in the Air Force isn't
tor of Security Forces, Head-They’re “purely for force pro- just about any school they cancoming here,” Buckingham said.
quarters U.S. Air Force, Wash-tection,” according to gettheir hands on, accordingto The 820th has yetto receive all
ington, D.C. Buckingham. Coleman. “I had to whittle down its assets and the various flights

“Itis the firsttime acompos- “We’ll be looking at all my wish list,” he said with a around the states won't be com-
ite unit has been built that solelythreats” he said, “from medical chuckle, “or else nobody would plete until October. That firstweek
focuses on security and forceneeds and what's in the water tgget a day off.” in October will see all flights, a
protection,” said Lt. Col. Larry thelocal population and whether The few who would contem- total of about 440 people, together
Buckingham, 820th commander.or not they want us there. We'replate joining the 820th should beat Fort Polk, La., for a joint exer-
The unitis composed of personiooking at the whole environ- warned: this is no picnic. Whencise, according to Buckingham.
nel from security forces, Office ment, not just the ‘bad guys.” the forces are at Lackland, theifThere the Air Force will train with
of Special Investigations, civil  While this unit isn’t the Air days will begin with three hoursthe Army, and possibly the Ma-

engineering, logistics and sup+orce’s equivalent of the U.S.of physical training. rines, and will be under the opera-
ply, communications, intelli- Army Rangers, it appears asifa While this would be a couch tional control of the Army’s 82nd
gence, adminis- potatoe’s nightmare, the numbefAirborne, according to the 820th
tration, person- of days each member will spendcommander.

ontheroad won'tbe conduciveto While the joint exercise or
a sedentary lifestyle either.evendaily operations ofthe force
Buckingham anticipates each perprotection group won't be for
sonwill spend between 120to 18Ghe weak at heart, the 820th per-
days on the road annually. sonnel have a different view. In

“It's really a great opportu- unison, Buckingham and Derry
) , nity to be part of this new pro- both say that the activation of

“I'm really fields. gram,” said Legg. “At the head- this force “is adream come true.”
looking forward  SSgt. Rick Parsons ' quarters we'll be responsible for(Story compiled from local and
to working di- setting up all-new training pro- AFNS sources).

Lakenheath sponsors EIC rifle match

The 48th Security Police Squadron comEurope representing Air Force, Army and Navy Those who earn medals will receive ther
bat arms training and maintenance statfctive-duty, Guard and Reserve units.” from the Air Force with their name and dat
sponsors an Elementary Level Excellence Duringthe match, competitors will have 1Garned engraved on back. The medals gre
in Competition rifle match May 3 at therounds to zero their weapons and will then firauthorized for wear in uniform.
combat arms training center at RAF Feltwelb0 rounds from four positions at a “reduced” “I’'m optimistic that this year's competi-

The competitionis opentoall U.S. activetarget at 25 yards. Maximum score is 500. tion will be highly successful and the star
duty, National guard, and Reserve members To earn abronze Excellence in Competitionf an annual competition at Lakenheath,
who have not already earned credits towardedal and four points toward Distinguishedaid Legg. “Our ultimate objective is to
the Distinguished Rifle Shot Badge. Rifle Shot Badge, shooters must be in the tagive people an incentive to become prof

“This is only the second time Laken-10 percent of all shooters in the match anclent in a military skill, have some fun ang
heath has sponsored this type of matchstore a 455 or better. alittle friendly competition.”
said MSgt. Tony Legg, 48th Security Police “We have 192 slots available for competi- Registration begins Monday and is o
Squadron. “In the previous match we hatbrs,” said Legg. “This will allow us to authorizea first-come, first-served basis.
competitors from all over the U.K. and19 medals if we fill all shooting positions.” To sign up, call Ext. 7066 or 7026.

nel, and medical  “I’mreally look-

career fields, jhq forward to
giving us the ca-

pability to assess Working directly
each threat and with people from

actaccordingly,” the other career
Buckingham said.
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